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POLITICAL PARTIES OF THE REPUBLIC OF BELARUS 
UNDER THE CHALLENGE PARLIAMENTARY ELECTIONS

By Yuri Drakokhrust, Ph.D.

Introduction
On the first glance political parties of the Republic of Belarus are improper object of research. Excluding two antagonists, the Party of Communists of Belarus and Belarusian Popular Front, they are not numerous, their mobilization capabilities are limited, and ideological conceptions quiet complicated. Besides, all of them, including the most numerous, nearly do not influence political decisions' making; both working out decisions and formation of the political elite is still going within power institutes. 
The fact such a marginal state of parties is kept during the last several years, made us to suppose, that the reason is not in the poor political experience of the political organizations leaders, but rather in some constants of the post-soviet structure of Belarusian society. The matter is not in the absence of social structure or "middle" class, what is pointed out as a reason in the majority of research. Indeed, if there is no social groups with articulated interests, than there is no need for the organizations, presenting these interests. However, though Belarusian society can not be called unstructured, the basis of the structure shall be relation to the state, to the property and share of the "public cake", which are regulated and controlled by the state. That is why dominating political mechanisms in this society are "bureaucratic auction" (Ya. Cornai), rather than public policy.

And than, Belarusian society is experiencing great transformational "shock". Systems of values, economic relations, which seemed to be unshakable, are changing rapidly. A lot of people think these changes are imposed from without and they try to get out of the "nightmare".

The example of such mass uprising may be considered results of the presidential (1994) and the first round of parliamentary (Spring 1995) elections. During presidential elections 80% of voters give their votes for Alexander Lukashenko (In this analytical report use the results of nation pool and materials of Archiver Center of IISEPS); during parliamentary elections communists and their adherents agrarians received more than a half of the deputy's mandates, and their adversaries -- democrats received practically nothing.

Both cases may be characterized with the democratic forces defeat and uncommon unanimity of the voters choices.

The result of this state of the public mentality was the policy of Alexander Lukashenko, who expresses the state in the most adequate way. Demonstrative disrespect of the civic society, suppression of the public initiative, which is practiced by the president, oppresses the formation of the society's party structure. In particular, the law, adopted at the request of the president, became a serious barrier for the effective participation of the political parties in the electoral campaign. According to this law elections were hold under majoritarian system, electoral campaign in the electronic mass media was prohibited.

However, in spite of the adverse factors, political parties are developing. Even more, due to the attempts of the president to create "new authoritarism" former mechanisms of the "bureaucratic auctions" loss their attractiveness for the managerial elite: it's difficult to conclude contracts with the person, who does not follow any rules. Membership of the former nomenclature actors in different parties proves the process.

Parties are as the generators of ideas, as the leading constructs of the ideological field; all the political subjects define themselves in relation to the ideological paradigms of the dominating parties.

Parliamentary elections and even perspectives of their holding became catalyst of the party structures development and give an impulse to the restructuring of the party field of the republic.

The majority of the political parties of in Belarus appeared between the parliamentary elections of 1991-1994. Information on the pre-time elections always promoted foundation of the new parties. Although parliamentary elections 1995 showed that parties are the most effective source of the electorate mobilizing, this elections became a defeat of the party system -- parties of the right, democratic trend received rear deputies mandates.

This result promoted consolidation of parties. There were some attempts to create political blocks before, but they never succeed. Only parliamentary elections 1995 made parties to cooperate-operate: in a short time right (the United Democratic Party+the Civic Party) and left (the Party of Public Accord+the Belarusian Socialist Democratic Hromada+the Party of Belarusian Unity and Accord) centers were created. In both cases we mean consolidation of several parties into the one.

This consolidation has at least two characteristic features. First, central parties withdraw their relationship with the oldest oppositional organization -- Belarusian Popular Front. There program announcements include rejection of the national idea domination, which is characteristic to BNF. Second, common left tendentious of the population, impact ideological principles of the majority of parties; the most visible "left turn" is seen in the program principles of the parties, composing left center.

Present work does not considerate all the 34 parties registered by the Ministry of Justice of the Republic of Belarus. We tried to discuss only political organizations, which determine the main points of the political field. Thus pointed, "branches" are four. The Communist Party and its adherents, in the first order the Agrarian Party, the Belarusian Popular Front, left and right centers. Immensely these political parties and their groups will define dynamics of the political life in the country. 
Instead of the diversity of the political and economic situation in the republic, political parties and blocks are allotted along the scale liberalism -- dirigisme quiet easily regarding their relation to the market economy.

Pan-Slavists Communists Left Center BNF Right Center

-----------------------------------------------------

dirigisme                                       liberalism

The pointed blocks determine their difference from each other according to this scale. There is no paradox in the fact that right center is in the end of the scale. Centrism of the right center is reasoned by its liberal position regarding state sovereignty and relationship with Russia (on this issue the Belarusian Popular Front is more radical), rather than its relation to the market transformation -- here the right center is more radical. If take into account relation of the blocks on the matter of the state sovereignty of Belarus, they will be distributed in the following way:

Pan-Slavists the Communists Right/Left Centers BNF

-----------------------------------------------------

integrationalism                                 nationalism

There is, nevertheless, a possibility these ideological differences will be diffused during the Autumn parliamentary elections, and political specter will consist of two colors -- "Communists" and "Democrats" in the mind of the voters. 
The basic stages of the main Belarusian political subjects' activity are described below.

The party of communists
After the August 1991 coup attempt in Moscow, the Belarusian Parliament voted for the suspension of the ruling Communist Party. However, as early as December 7, 1991 an institutional congress of 320 delegates announced the revival of the Party of Belarusian Communists. The congress approved a charter and program statement of the new party. The action was initiated by the lower and medium ranking activists of the former Communists Party who declared themselves to be the legal successors of the former organization. These claims were sited by the Ministry of Justice as a formal reason for initially rejecting the party's registration petition. However, the ministry's denial was later overthrown by the decision of the Supreme Court of May 26, 1992.

In the meantime, the Communist fraction in parliament was making repeated attempts to legalize the former Communist Party. Parliament finally gave in to the pressure and on February 4, 1993 Supreme Soviet of the Republic of Belarus repealed its decision to suspend the activities of the former Communists Party of Belarus. Supporters of the Communist Party legalization stressed the fact of the Prosecutors conclusion that persons and organizations assisted the Moscow coup were not found. However the proposal of the speaker of the Parliament, Stanislav Shushkevich the decision to nationalize the party's property was left in force.

Whilst, the leaders of the legalized Communist Party were pressing for the unification of the two parties, the leaders of the new Communists insisted that the old party be incorporated into the new. The 32nd congress of the old party admitted its defeat and voted for it to become a part of the new Party. The joint congress of both parties approved the party's program and elected its leadership. The delegates had voted down every leader of the old party giving preference to the younger generation of Communists. When fighting for the legalization of the Communist Party of Belarus leaders of the new party pursue symbolic aims, they were not going to restore structures of the old party or revive its leaders.

Today, Communist Party of Belarus has 26,000 members, approximately. Of this number, more than a half are older citizens. Nearly every district of Belarus has a grassroots organization of the Communist Party. Support for the Party is greatest in Vitebsk and lowest in Grodno region. 
In the local power institutions, the influence of the party is considerable. Some 25 municipal and local Soviets had been headed by its members before November 1994. When Parliament passed the bill on local self-rule that gave the President the right to appoint the heads of local administrations, many communists kept their leadership positions. In addition, some members of the Communists were appointed by the President as heads of municipal executives in three more cities.

Founded at the third congress of the Communist Party and run since January 1995, the newspaper Tovarishch is the Party's official publication. Also sympathetic to the Communists is My I Vremya with party secretary Victor Chikin as its chief editor. The position of the Communist Party is also advocated, whether openly or tactically, by a number of local newspapers, such as Yedinstvo (Mogilev), Vitebskii Rabochii (Vitebsk).

The third congress of the Communist Party held on December 1994 elected Sergei Kalyakin, the head of Sovetsky district (Minsk) Soviet, as the Party's first secretary. Also influential in the organization are Victor Chikin (also editor-in-chief of My I Vremya), Vassilii Novikov, party candidate at the Presidential elections, businessmen Anatoly Lashkevich, Anatolii Malofeev, former first secretary of the Central Committee the Communist Party of Belarus, sociologist Ivan Kotlyarov and Ivan Antonovich, till up 1991 -- secretary of the Central Committee of the Communist Party of Russian Federation, from Autumn 1995 -- vice-minister of foreign affairs of the Republic of Belarus.

Parliamentary fraction of the Communist Party of Belarus was founded in 1992 with MP Michail Kachan as coordinator. It id remarkable that the majority of its members are deputies that had been elected by the organizations of war veterans and the disabled under the old election law. The fraction has 58 members, of whom only 12 belong to the Communist Party.

In March 1994 during the debates in Parliament over whether the post of the President should be introduced in the country's system of government, the move was approved by all the members of the fraction except its leader. In fact was violation of the party discipline as according to the program documents, the Party votes for the Soviet's power and against of presidency. The activities of fraction were strictly criticized during the plenary meeting in March, 1994. However, at this meeting the Party proposed Vassilii Novikov as its candidate for in the presidential elections. Mr. Novikov did not survive the first round of voting on June 23, 1994, getting the lowest support (as little as 4 per cent of the votes). This crashing defeat was of a communist candidate destroyed many illusions under which the Communists were quietly living.

Today the Communist Party is in fact the backbone of the left wing organizations. The Party's relationship is the closest with the Movement for Social Progress and Justice and the Lenin Communist Youth League whose leaders whose leaders have posts in the administration of the Party. In 1992-94 Communist Party was also a member of the Popular Movement of Belarus that has brought together a great number of pro-Communist and pan-Slavic organizations, 27 altogether. The Congress of the Belarusian People held in September 1993 described the decision to set up the CIS in place of the Soviet Union was a gross political mistake and called for a military, political and economic union to be formed with the further aim of bringing the big country back together.

MP members of the Communist Party and Popular Movement of Belarus played crucial role when replacing Stanislav Shushkevich from the post of the speaker of Parliament. It was caused by handing over two leaders of the Communist Party of Litva to the government of Litva.

However, during the presidential election was the first step of a split-up in the Popular Movement when the Communist Party supported its candidate Vassilii Novikov and most of its leaders, including the coordinator, Sergei Gaidukevich, supported Prime Minister Vyacheslav Kebich. It shall be noticed here that the Communist Party was bigger than all the other organizations, members of the Popular Movement. During the election campaign Communists withdraw from the Popular Movement of Belarus.

The Party's relationship with the trade unions is difficult. While the independent unions are openly anti-Communist, the official unions (Trade Union Federation of Belarus) are cautions. The Communists resent the Union's commitment to distancing themselves from the party and pursuit of and independent policy of protecting the economic interests of their members. They nevertheless take part in the protest actions organized by the Unions.

The relationship with the President Alexander Lukashenko, has always be quiet reserved. The Communists remained cautious even when closely cooperating with him in the time period between the summer 1993 and early 1994. The Communists confirmed that although Lukashenko had in fact advocated some of their political demands during his election campaign, his relative support for market reforms still remains unacceptable. After the defeat of its candidate, the Communist Party called on the electorate to vote against both remaining candidates, Lukashenko as well as Kebich. 
In 1994 and early 1995 the Communists have chosen the policy of selective support for individual initiatives. In particular, they welcome the efforts of the head of the state to bring Belarus closer to Russia through the recent agreements on the customs and military union of January 6, 1995 and his efforts to preserve the social safety of the population. However, the Communists announced they would criticize the policy of "capitalization of Belarus". The Communists supported the idea of President to hold national referendum on the state symbols, language and relations with Russia. But they rejected the idea to dissolve Parliament.

In its economic policy, the Party concedes that private property has the right to exist if deriving from honest work of the owner. The Party believes that privatization is only acceptable if the means of production are appropriated by the workers of an enterprise. The Communist Party o Belarus believes the growth of the socialist elements and values in society should be encouraged, says the Party program. The party is against handing state property over to capital and supports the idea of public control over banking and business. Land and natural resources should not become the object of purchase and sale. The Communist Party is vehemently against Belarus' cooperation with the ICF. It describes ICF as an instrument in the hands of the capitalist countries who want to have Belarus as their colony. The demands of the ICF put forward as a condition for its loans are regarded as blackmail and encroachment on Belarus' sovereignty.

In politics, the Party calls for all power to be given to the Soviets and for all administrative, executive and other institutions of power to be made accountable to them. The Party opposes all limitations on the authority of the Soviets and, therefore, against the presidency. In the opinion of Communists, election to the Soviets should be hold in mixed system: majoritarial-voting lists-in the enterprises (industrial principle). The Last one supposes election of deputies by the enterprise's workers.

The Party's position regarding the sovereignty of Belarus is contradictory and, apparently, is evolving. The Party demands that Russian be given the status of the country's second official language and supports the revival of the old Soviet Union citing the results of the popular vote on March 17, 1991. The leaders of the Communist Party nevertheless say that any revival of the Soviet Union in the near future is unlikely and that they are against Belarus losing its sovereignty.

The Party keeps in close touch with the Communist parties of other countries of the former USSR, mainly of Russia and the Ukraine. For a some time the party members were hiding the leaders of the Lithuanian Communist Party M.Burokevicius and Yu.Yermalavicius, believed to have been involved in the repression in Vilnius in January 1991. In October 1993 the city Soviet in Borisov, controlled by the Party, organized a stay of several Russian communists who protected the disbanded Russian Parliament during the shoot-out in October 1993.

The Communist Party of Belarus also stays in close touch with their colleagues in France and Vietnam, the Party of Democratic Socialism of Germany and the Korean Labor Party. In a joint statement with the party of Kim II Sung made during a visit by a delegation of the Belarusian communists in early 1993, both parties called for an international solidarity movement be started in order to disrupt the imperialist attempts to prevent the revival of socialism in countries where it had suffered a temporary defeat.

The third party congress held in December 1994 amended the Party charter making the party discipline more rigid, instituted the post of First Secretary, re-elected the Central Committee, Central Committee Bureau, and the secretariat. Because of the ban of the Ministry of Justice on the use of the word Belarus in the official names of political parties, the party chose to be named, the Party of Communists -- Belarusian. The new party slogan, Socialism - Democracy - Union indicates the Party's long-term goal to restore the Soviet Union. The Party also decided on its policy in the elections of May 14, 1995. Its backbone is the creation of a left-wing alliance.

Already on December 29, 1994, seven pro-socialist parties formed pre-election coalition led by the Communists, Agrarian Party and the Socialist Party headed by the first deputy speaker of Parliament, Vyacheslav Kuznetsov. The participants in the alliance stress that the new coalition was not a block, and in some constituencies several left-wing candidates may be nominated.

During the elections of May, 14 - 28 the Communist Party was quiet successful, 28 of its 211 candidates became MP members. At the meeting of the Bureau of the Central Committee of the Communist Party, held right after the election, Vassilii Novikov was elected to be the leader of the parliamentary fraction.

As the number of elected deputies was less than 2/3 of the necessary, new Parliament could not start working. The President insisted on introducing alterations into the Law on the Supreme Soviet, to lower the quorum of Parliment' competence from 2/3 to 2/5. President considers old Parliament is not legal any more.

Fraction of the Communists supported initiative of President, though believed Autumn round of election to be more legal.

Right after the election and formation of the Communists fraction, they announced the plan of the urgent draft laws, which they are going to pursue in new Parliament. They claim to reject MP privileges, nationalize commercial banks, change the order of MP dismissal, to establish new measures of struggle against speculation.

A.Lukashenko was not very enthusiastic of the Communists success in the elections. He said that "the red" will become "the blue" quiet soon in Parliament. He also accused deputies they did not want to take power from the old Parliament.

The Communist demonstrated their readiness to cooperate with President. Vasilii Novikov said they "came to Parliament to assist President, the same people voted for us". However, the Communist Party did not reject its program slogan on Soviet's power, and in favorable conditions would try to move away the post of President.

The Communists did not agree with the President's decrees on liquidation of district City Soviets, liquidation of old people privileges and pensions. At the fourth congress (on September 23, 1995) the Communists adopted a statement: "The Communists are ready to cooperate with President and assist him in the period of economic crisis, in the struggle against corruption and restoration of economic and political relations with the former USSR's republics. However, President should stop reforms, dragging of national property, impoverishment of the majority of the population, otherwise they keep a right to criticize his activity and to be in a constructive opposition to him".

The Communist Party nominated 115 candidates for the Autumn round of parliamentary elections.

The Agrarian party
The Agrarian Party (AP), up until 1994 known as the United Agrarian-Democratic Party was created on the 13th of June 1992 under the aegis of the Soviet of Kolhozes (collective farms) and the Union of Agrarians. Today the AP claims more than 10 thousand members. Party organizations have been created in all the regions of Belarus; the most powerful of these are in the Minsk and Grodno regions. There are occasions when entire Kolhozes join the Party; Ordinary Kolhoznics often join the party in the expectation of something definite in return.

The leaders of the party organs are selected at either a session of the Central Soviet (150 members) or at a session of the Political Executive Committee (16 members). The government newspaper "Belaruskaya Niva" is the mouthpiece of the Agrarian Party. It is edited by Michail Shimansky, member of the AP. Igor Osinsky -- editor of the newspaper "Belorussia" -- is a member of the AP as well.

At the third congress of the AP (March, 1995), a new position, Chairman of the Party was created. The post was promptly occupied by Professor Semyon Sharetsky. The professor is a former chairman of the "Chirvoni Stsyag" (Red Flag) Kolhoze and from 1992 to 1994 worked as an advisor to the Premier Vyacheslav Kebich. From the time of the party founding until March of this year, Sharetsky was a co-chairman of the party. Two vice-chairmen were also chosen at the third congress: Anton Yuntsevich, leader of the Minsk regional organization of the Soviet of Kolhozes and the Union of Agrarians, and Myecheslav Girut, leader of the Grodno regional organization of the AP. Valery Efimov, Viktor Krestovsky, and Valentina Svyatskaya were all selected to be secretaries of the Party. Yefimov and Krestovsky have been secretaries of the Party since the first moment of its existence. Some prominent members of the Party include the vice-premier, Vladimir Garkun, the minister of Agriculture, Vassily Leonov, the minister of Natural Resources, Michail Rusy, the chairman of the committee of the Supreme Soviet that deals with the Agrarian question, Alexander Apatsky, the Chairmen of the Republican Committee of Workers APK, Sergei Ivanov, Chairman of the Savings Bank, Vladimir Khilko, vice-chairman of the National Bank, Pavel Kalaur.

The Agrarian Party maintains close ties with similar parties in the CIS, especially with the Agrarian Party of Russia, and with the Selyanskoi Party of the Ukraine. Representatives of these parties meet together regularly and issue joint declarations. In the summer of 1994, the three parties set up a coordinating committee. In November of 1994 the leader of the AP Semyon Sharetsky spoke at a session of the Agrarian Party of Russia. He announced that the Agrarians can and ought to initiate the restoration of old ties disrupted by the desintegration of the soviet Union and create a single state on a new foundation. In addition, Sharetsky said "that it may be that Belarus will fall under the control of the nationalists, who, financed by the western interests, would allow the interests of NATO to be extended to the border between Orsha and Smolensk".

The Agrarian Party supporters are political forces, oriented to the restoration of the USSR. Delegation of the AP, headed by Yury Yunstsevich, participated in the Second Conress of the nations of the USSR, held in December 1994, in Moscow.

The AP is brilliant illustration of how corporative organizations form political establishments, servicing their interests. It differs such parties from the democratic organizations, which spontaneously arrived in the end of 80s -- early 90s, and from the Communist Party in the period of its power before August 1991 and today. "Servicing" parties reflect interest of quiet slim elite groups, though to hold mass campaigns they have a possibility to use managerial structures, headed by the representatives of these groups.

At its very first session, the party announced that Democratic Socialism was to be its basic ideological principle. In its second party program, adopted at the third congress (March, 1995), the AP declared that the fundamental goal of the party was the formation of a socialist market economy. It was noted at that time that the party was in favor of the socialist path to development. It is the opinion of the Agrarians that in times of the crisis the role of the state must expand. The party acknowledges that there are different forms of ownership, including the private ownership of land, but rejects the idea that the land can be turned into a mere commodity. According to the AP, creation of the commercial banks was a mistake. The party advocates the nationalization of the commercial banks. It doesn't, however, disturb the Agrarians if private banks are formed from private capital.

The AP believes that Kolhozes and Sovhozes should be transformed into market structures and that state-owned facilities should be handed over to a collective and or given t the workers outright as their private property. They stress that transformation on the land need not lead to the destruction of the material base of heavy industry.

As far as the Party is concerned, the government is obliged to adopt policies to protect the agricultural sector of the economy. The great fear is that Belarus will become the object of neo-colonial designs of other countries. These countries are plotting to destroy the national economy and then flood Belarus with their own exports. Multinational corporations have infiltrated the bank structures and destroyed the monetary-financial system in Belarus, requesting for rapid privatization and report on conducting reforms.

The foreign policy goal of the AP is to unify the countries of the CIS. The first step is the creation of the confederation including Russia, Ukraine and Belarus.

The AP participated actively in the presidential elections of the last year. In March 1994 a meeting of the Soviet of Kolhozes, the Union of the Agrarians, the AP, and the Republican Committee of the Trade Union Workers was held. They chose Alexander Dubko as their candidate for president. Dubko is a member of the leadership of the AP, and the chairman of a farming enterprise in Grodno called "Progress". This move was a big surprise to the government and the parliament. They had thrown their support behind the Premier, Kebich. Dubko's supporters managed to collect 133 thousand signatures supporting him and he was registered as a candidate.

Basic propositions of the Dubko's electoral program present the main directions of the political attitudes of Alexander Dubko and party in a hole: "Land is people's property and wealth, it can't be turned into a mere commodity", "Free medical service", "Market economy -- to the planned basis", "Consumers' goods -- to people, but not speculators".

After Dubko became full-fledged candidate and during the electoral campaign, the Prime-Minister's team, and ultimately the Prime Minister himself pressured him to withdraw his candidacy, claiming that he was dividing the leftist forces. Kebich offered to make Dubko the vice-minister for the agriculture when he was elected, but the Agrarians wouldn't be bought off. In the beginning of June the AP conference decided to keep Dubko in the race. In the first round of voting Dubko came in fifth, receiving only six per cent of the voters. He then withdrew his candidacy.

When in the end of 1994 A.Lukashenko started organizing president's vertical, he appointed A.Dubko to be the chairman of the Grodno region executive committee.

The AP strongly opposed the program of emergency measures that was adopted by the parliament at the insistence of the President A.Lukashenko in October of 1994. In an open letter to the President and to the speaker of the parliament signed by the leaders of the AP, the strict monetary policy and the program of shock therapy foreseen in the plan was sharply criticized, according to the AP, in a transition period, the National bank shouldn't be independent, but subordinated to the government.

The AP takes a dim view of the activities of the IMF in Belarus. The economic transformation pushed by the fund is not in the interests of the Belarusian people, but rather for the benefit of the countries and multinational corporations who created the IMF. "In the final analysis, they need a market for their products, so the worse industry gets in this country, the better it is for them." This statement was in the declaration of the Political Executive Committee of the AP on the 4th of April. The AP concentrates its criticisms on Stanislav Bogdankevich, the chairman of the National Bank because he carries out the "ruinous" policy of the IMF.

The AP never publicly subjected President Lukashenko to criticism. The relationship of the Party to the Head of the Government, is an example of careful political manoeuring. In its relations with the Presidential Administration, the Party defends the general interests of its members. It acts through those members of the Party who occupy positions in the government answering for the agricultural sector of the economy.

The AP has a market left-wing orientation and defends the interests of Kolhoze and Sovhoze leaders. This leaders are a big group within the Party. Members of the AP will admit that rank and file peasants make up a comparatively small part of the Party. One of the reasons the AP was created in the first place was to serve as a counterweight to the Belarusian Peasant Party (BPP) which spoke out for the advantages of developing the farming economy. It says a great deal that at the second congress (January 1994) the word "Democratic" was removed from the Party name.

At the end of December 1994, an electoral coalition of 7 national political organizations was formed at the assembly of leftist movements. The Agrarian Party and Communist Party were the heart of this coalition. Semyon Sharetsky gave the keynote address, describing the conception of the coalition. In a joint "Address of the political parties and social organizations of social orientation to the people of Belarus", adopted at the assembly, the basic goals of this coalition were set forth.

"To radically alter the course of economic reform, to make reform independent of western monopolists... To restore social welfare guarantees, including the right to work, free education, and free medical care... To pursue the policy of recreating a union of republics from the countries of the former USSR, when favorable circumstances for this arise".

120 would be deputies of the Supreme Soviet were endorsed at the third congress of the AP. These candidates all promised in writing that if they were to be elected they would adhere to Party discipline. The parliamentary elections were a tremendous success for the AP. After two rounds of the elections, 30 candidates from the AP became deputies. The AP is now represented by a quarter of the house. The chairman of the party, Semyon Sharetsky, also became a deputy. He was elected to be the leader of agrarians fraction within the new parliament. By the Autumn 1995 16 deputies more, who were not members of the party, joined the fraction of agrarians. Experts say, when the new Supreme Soviet is to be elected, Semyon Sharetsky will be one of the most real candidates on the post of the speaker.

The AP members did not participate in the conflict between President and old Parliament. From the words of the Party's leaders agrarians are ready to work in case Parliament change the Law on the Supreme Soviet, but they believe in second round of elections in Autumn.

In July 1995, representatives of the agrarian fraction, headed by S.Sharetsky, participated in talks with the representatives of agrarian fraction of Russian Duma.

As it was stated, coalition pre-electional agreement, concluded in the end of 1994 between the AP and some other parties of left orientation is to be in force during the Autumn elections as well. The AP nominated 57 their candidates to the Autumn elections.

The Agrarian Party of Belarus is unique example of  political organization, elite group and sector of the state economic mechanism symbiosis. It is likely agricultural Communist Party of the soviet Union. After the elections they received one more mechanism of public policy -- fraction of the agrarians is the biggest in the new Parliament, and together with the Communist they compose the half of Parliament.

By self-definition, the AP differs from the Communists they do not reject private property.

And due to its nature, the AP is more liberal organization than the Communist Party. Lots of ideological declarations serve for drawing attention of the voters, rather than program activity. Many chairmen of Kolkhozes and Sovhozes practically are owners of their enterprises (presidents of mini-states, from the words of S.Sharetsky) and hardly want fully state economy.

The Belarusian Popular Front "Adradgenne"
As a political organization Belarusian Popular Front developed from the public movement Martyrolog, which was founded on October 19, 1988 at the institutional congress in the cinema club in Minsk. The leadership of the Front included such prominent members of the Belarusian intellegencia as Vasyl Bukov, Zenon Poznyak, Oleg Trusov and Michail Tkachev. The Front became famous after it organized a commemoration on October 30, 1988 for the victims of Stalinist executions in the 30's. Force was used to disperse a rally.

Soon, the Front support groups began to form at factories and residential areas. Their actions were coordinated by the regional, municipal and district (in Minsk) of the Front that were set up in early 1992. Until 1991 this was the only public organization that openly opposed the ruling Communist Party. Because of the hostile treatment of the Front by the government in Belarus, the Front convened its first congress in Vilnius. At the congress the program and statute of the Front were adopted. On July 19, 1991 the Belarusian Popular Front was officially registered as public political movement.

At present, its leaders claim a membership of 30,000 members. By 1993 the Front was already represented by a local organizations in every district of Belarus.

The permanent leadership of the Front, Soim, has 60 people, the permanent administration, Uprava, has 25. The leader of the front, historian and doctor of arts Zenon Poznyak, is also the coordinator of the fraction of the Belarusian Popular Front in Parliament. He became famous when he made public facts of the Stalinists executions in Kuropatu in 1988.

At the fourth congress of the Front (on July 8, 1995) 5 deputy leaders of the Front were elected: Leonid Borshchevsky, a writer, deputy of the Supreme Soviet of the USSR, Yury Belenky, economist, one of the authors of the economic conception of the BNF, deputy of the Supreme Soviet of Belarus, Yury Hoduko, professor of physics, Vintsuk Vecherko, philologist, and Stanislav Gusak, who worked out conception of Baltic Black Sea collector.

From 1988 to 1993 the Front published its own newsletter, Naviny BNF. Views that are in many ways similar to those of the Belarusian Popular Front are expressed by other publications, such as Svaboda (Minsk), Ratusha (Mogilev), Vybor (Vitebsk) and Pagonya (Grodno).

The Front began its political activities by drawing the attention of the public to the effects of the Chernobyl accident (Chernobyl Shlyah, 1989), the Hour of Sorrow and Silence (meeting in the Lenin square in Minsk in April, 1990), Chernobyl Assembly of People. During these actions government of the country was sharply criticized for doing nothing for liquidation of effects of the Chernobyl disaster.

In 1989 during the elections to the Supreme Soviet of the USSR the Front managed to make deputies some party's adherents in Minsk, Gomel and other cities. Due to the activities of the Front some representative of the Communist Party were not elected (Vladimir Galko in Minsk, Yury Husainov in Baranovichy).

At the elections to the Belarusian Parliament in 1990 about 40 members of the Front became MPs. At that time, the protests that were called by the front had the greatest public response. In February 1990 thousands of demonstrators outside the television center forced it management to give airtime to the leaders of the Front for a live broadcasting of their addresses to the nation.

In May 1990 supporters of the Front in Parliament united to the parliamentary opposition that later proved to be one of the most disciplined and highly organized parliamentary fractions. The fraction has 37 members of the Front and some supporters of the Social Democratic Alliance, and is coordinated by Vladimir Zablotsky, Valentin Golubev and journals Sergei Naumchic.

In Summer 1990, at the conference and at the second congress the main purpose of the Front was Belarusian sovereignty and creation of the independent state. Many proposals of the Front regarding the neutrality of Belarus and its development as a nuclear-free state were included in the Parliamentary declaration of independence enacted on July 27, 1990.

In August 1991, the Front strongly condemned the coup attempt in Moscow. After the coup was defeated, it successfully pressured the Parliament to suspend the Activities of the Communist Party and give the Declaration of independence status of a constitutional law. Later, still under the pressure of the Front, Parliament approved the new name, flag and emblem of the country.

In the Winter of 1992 the Belarusian Popular Front proposed a nation wide referendum on early elections to Parliament in Autumn 1992. Approximately 442,000 signatures were collected in support of the proposal that was nevertheless rejected by Parliament in October 1992. Instead, Parliament offered to call early elections in Spring of 1994. 

The Belarusian Popular Front emerged as a political party at its third congress on May 30-31, 1993. Although the leadership and structure of the organization did not change, the decision to form a party was taken as a precaution against a possible requirement in the election law that candidates be nominated exclusively by political parties.

At the congress the Front defined itself as a Christian Democratic, conservative and popular movement that equally distances itself from socialism and traditional European Neosocialism. It was also started that the nation and individual had equal rights for self-realization.

Committed as ever to protecting and strengthening the national independence of Belarus, the leaders of the Front treat any alliances with Russia with considerable suspicion. In the opinion of the leader of the Belarusian Popular Front, Zenon Poznyak, Belarus must have a reserve of nuclear weapons to be able to protect itself from the threat of Russia's immanently imperialist mentality. The Front ascribes the efforts of it opponents aimed at bringing Belarus closer to Russia to the activities of Russian secret services.

The Front regards parliamentary republic to be the best model of government for the country. The Front's draft election law calls for a system of mixed proportional (50%/50%) representation. In the debates over the new Constitution the Front consistently opposed the institution of the presidency. In the economy, the Belarusian Popular Front supports the right of private property, large scale privatization of land and industry and the creation of favorable conditions for domestic and foreign business. Many leaders of the organization think that the future economic development of Belarus should follow the example of Estonia.

In foreign policies the Front advocates the alliance of the countries of the Baltic and Black Seas, which would include the three Baltic states, Belarus and Ukraine. It believes such an alliance would ease Belarus' economic independence on Russia and help maintain the political balance in Europe. The Front also wants Belarus to integrate into the European Community and regards Belarus' political and economic partnership with the Germany as the most promising.

The Belarusian Popular Front gives special emphasis to the development of the Belarusian language and culture. The Front pressed for the official recognition of Belarusian as the only state language. Because a considerable number of ethnic Belarusians speak Russian, this demand of the Front has repelled a considerable number of its potential supporters. However, the Front is not inclined to make any concessions in what it believes to be a matter of principle.

Stanislav Shushkevich became a vice-chairman of the Supreme Soviet of the Republic, and in 1991 a speaker of Parliament with the active support of the Popular Front. However, in 1992 the Front stooped supporting him due to the rejection of their proposal to hold national referendum, and incapability to prevent legalization of the Communist Party. During 1993 Stanislav Shushkevich was accused in conformism with the parliamentary majority and government. But in the situations when dismissal of the speaker was real, opposition of the Belarusian Popular Front supported him. Opposition of the Front supported Shushkevich in that he was against of Belarus' joining agreement on the collective security system in Summer 1993.

For a some time the Front was neutral in his estimation of the Vyacheslav Kebich activity as a Premier. But already in 1992 opposition started request of his discharge during every session of the Supreme Soviet. He was accused in incapability to conduct reforms and actions on Belarus' incorporation into Russia.

At the start of his political career, Lukashenko made several attempts to use the Front to gain popularity. The relation of the Front towards him at that time may be characterized as contemptible, especially negative it became in 1993, after Lukashenko alliance with the communist forces, and he spoke of the need for Russia and Belarus to reunite. During the presidential elections in 1994 the front come out against of him, and in the second round they appeal voters not to participate in the vote.

The Front's candidate Zenon Poznyak got 11 per cent of the vote and lost the first round of voting to Lukashenko and Kebich. Poznyak promised to refrain from criticizing Lukashenko in the first 100 days of his presidency. However, in November 1994, Poznyak called for the President to be impeached.

The Belarusian Popular Front has always been in consistent and uncompromising opposition to the pro-Russian political parties, the Communists and post-communist ruling establishment. This probably is the reason that there are no many people in the Front, who possesses managerial experience.

The Front's treatment of other democratic parties is less than friendly. It has repeatedly described itself as the only democratic organization in the country.

In October 1994 the Belarusian Popular Front merged with the Social Democratic Hromada to form a pre-election block. The alliance was late joined by a number of political parties that are traditionally congenial to the Front, such as Christian Democratic Association, Peasant and National Democratic parties. However the block did not include influential left and right center organizations such as the United Democratic Union (led by Alexander Dobrovolsky), Public Accord Party (led by Gennady Karpenko) and Civic Party (led by Vassily Shlyndikov). Instead these three parties have formed the alternative democratic alliance.

The Belarusian Popular Front nominated candidates. At the parliamentary elections the Front faced crucial defeat. No single of its candidates became MP. Moreover, at the referendum, held the same day that the first round of the elections, people agreed with four questions, advised by the President: on status equal of Belarusian and Russian languages, on national symbols, economic integration with Russia and the right of President to dissolve Parliament. The Front strongly opposed each of these proposals.

Of course, among the reasons of defeat were ban on using by the candidates of the national mass media, and a campaign of the BNF discredit. In the very last week before elections the film "Hatred: children of lie" was shown twice, where leaders of the Popular Front were described as collaborationists of the times of nazi invasion.

But in fact this was not the real reason of the Front's defeat. At the Party's Soim, held right after the elections, was proposed to split Front into the party and public movement. The movement should express the national and democratic idea, and the party should become conservative, Christian-Democratic organization, aimed to the power gaining, ready to the wide compromises. The sense of the proposal was in attempt to remove gently charismatic leader, Zenon Poznyak, from the real party life.

At the fourth congress (July 8, 1995) the discussion was continued. In the opinion of Vladimir Antsulevich, the head of the Party's pre-election committee, "the Front became a hostage of Poznyak image", leader of Independent Unions, Sergei Antonchic said, "that political methods were replaced with the missionary's activity", one of the ideologists of the Belarusian Popular Front, Vintsuk Vecherko, initiated the idea of the Front's split, said: "Uprising of Posnyak made the Front a totalitarian organization".

However, the other point of view won. Vasyl Bykov called Poznyak "the father, engineer and creator of the Front" and radically opposed his removal from the party: "the Front will lose everything if lose him". Zenon Poznyak criticized the idea of the Front's split. In his opinion the Front should become more disciplined party, "in order to oppose anti-democratic regime, the Front must be strong and indivisible". One more time Zenon Poznyak was elected to be the leader of the Party. The proposals of the opponents were taken into consideration in the form Vintsuk Vecherko and Yury Hodyko, nominated their candidatures on the post of the chairman, became vice-chairmen.

The group of opponents (Vladimir Zablotsky, Valentin Golubev, former secretary of Uprava Victor Ivashkevich, Vladimir Antsulevich) left leadership of the Front and founded a research center "Belarusian Perspective", aimed to promote democracy, market economy and national revival by non political measures. Alexander Feduta, former press-secretary of the President Alexander Lukashenko, became one of the deputy chairmen of the center.

On October 14, 1995 at the close meeting of the Belarusian Popular Front' Soim, 65 candidates were nominated to the Autumn parliamentary elections.

A diverse center
Great diversity of the political parties in Belarus has some characteristic features. The most numerous and famous political organizations, the Communist Party and the Belarusian Popular Front, are functioning as parties of ideas. It should be noticed low social status of the majority of these parties, they practically do not have representation of managerial elite. Many parties, other than the Communists and the BNF, are the groups of pressure, lobbyists of the different groups of powerful elite and channels of the elite participation in public policy.

Taking this into consideration, centrism of the parties – groups of pressure have negative character usually (no left, no right), by the self-definition they reject extremes, and it does not have independent internal meaning. In centrist parties ideology plays role, other than in the parties of ideas. It defines real party policy in a minimum degree; very "flexible", calm propositions of the party's programs are aimed to attract maximum quantity of voters, and, in the first place, powerful persons.

Quiet often the party is considered to be central one for its position on several questions. Thus, parties considered to be central, pursue liberal policy towards the state languages and belarusization. As a rule they do not exaggerate image of Russia, for them it is neither imperialist state, no the source of economic wealth.

However, economic propositions of liberal parties (for example., the United Party) are more radical than that of "extremely right" Belarusian Popular Front.

One of the main characteristic features of central parties is relatively wide representation within them of managerial elite and business people. And it is easier to estimate positions of these parties not according to their programs and activities, but in accordance with the groups of people, consisting them.

Common defeat of the democratic and central parties during the election of Parliament in Spring 1995 became an impulse for restructuring of the political field. Several parties, united in different forms, created the Social-Democratic Union (left center) and the United Civic Party (right center).

Right center -- the United Democratic Party
The United Democratic Party, Belarus' first-ever political party, was formed in September 1990 and registered on March 19, 1991. The organization developed from a democratic splinter group in the Communist Party. A number of smaller parties enrolled at its institutional congress, hence the name United. Since the second congress the Party pursue liberal principles (in the European tradition). The leader of the Party, former member of the USSR Parliament, Alexander Dobrovolsky, has been in this position the Party's second congress. Among other leaders one can name Vladimir Katsora, head of the Gomel section and engineer at the Gomselmash factory, as well as the head of the Party's political executive committee and member of the Minsk City Soviet, Michail Plisko, politilogist Valerii Karbalevich. Up until the fifth party congress, the post of deputy chairman of the Party was occupied by Stanislav Gusak, engineer and proponent of the idea to build the Balto-Black Sea oil collector. He left the Party on its fifth congress, enrolled in the leadership of the Belarusian Popular Front and became energy minister in its shadow cabinet.

At present, the Party has 1000 members. Its regional organizations are the strongest in Gomel and Mogilev regions. It is represented in Parliament by two people, and the party has some influence in the Gomel City Soviet. The Party came up with numerous legal initiatives regarding the Constitution, election laws and President, and participated in the canvassing campaign for early elections in 1992. Unlike most other democratic parties, the United Democrats were in favor of introducing the post of President. During the elections of 1994, it actively supported ex-speaker Stanislav Shushkevich.

The Party is quiet active internationally. Alexander Dobrovolsky met with US President Bill Clinton during the visit of the later to Belarus in January 1994 and was one of the international observers during congressional elections in the US later that year. The Party also maintains close relationship with the Party of Democratic Choice of Russia and personally with Yegor Gaidar. The Party also has links with the Liberal Congress of Poland.

Since Summer 1995 the Party publishes a newspaper Gragdanin ("Citizen"), edited by Ogurtsov.

The election list of the Party candidates was 80 people.

The Civic Party was formed on December 17, 1994 and registered with the Ministry of Justice on February 6, 1995. The Party was led by the president of the Amkodor concern, Vasilii Shlyndikov, director of the Minsk Mashinery corporation, Michail Krivomas, chairman of the fund for the support of private enterprise Nikolai Bobritsky, economist Leonid Zlotnikov, playwright Aleksei Dudarev, artistic director of the Russian drama theater Boris Lutsenko.

In its program, the party supports the supremacy of individual rights over the rights of the nation, describes private property as the main guarantee of individual freedoms, supports liberal foreign trade and put a stop to state protectionism.

The Civic Party was founded by famous people, possessed some financial sources, but didn't have any organizational structures.

According to the decision of the Central Election Commission the Civic Party didn't have a right to put forward its own candidates, as it was registered by the Ministry of Justice later, than the list of organizations having right to nominate candidates was adopted. That is why the Civic Party nominated its candidates by canvassing or through labor collectives.

In February 1995, an attempt was organized to create an election block "The Civic Accord", including the United Party, the Civic Party and the Party of Public Accord (at the same time with the national-democratic and left blocks). The block believed to be derives from the shortcomings of traditional radicalism of Belarusian political stage. Zenon Poznyak described as the result of Russian military services activities. However, on the eve of the elections "The Public Accord" practically stop its existence -- the United Party and the Civic Party nominated their candidates with out any agreements with each other.

One of the main reasons of this split -- unwillingness of the establishmental part of the Party of Public Accord to cooperate with "non-formals" of the United Party.

The United and Civic parties faced a full defeat during the elections of Parliament -- they didn't have single candidate. Right after the elections they take a course to unification and started drawing in the Party famous politicians. On September 30, 1995 unification congress was held, where the United Civic Party was founded. Stanislav Bogdankevich became the leader of the new Party. He was dismissed from the post of the head of the National Bank of the Republic of Belarus by the President not long ago before it. Stanuislav Bogdankevich believed to be the most consistent supporter of the market reforms. He played considerable role to prevent unification of the monetary systems of Belarus and Russia, initiated by the former government headed by V.Kebich. Stabilization of the Belarusian rouble rate is connected also with his name.

Alexander Dobrovolsky and Vasilii Shlyndikov became deputies of S.Bogdankevich. At the congress, Alexander Sosnov, minister of labor in the present government, Gennadii Karpenko and Viktor Gonchar, left the Party of Public Accord, Anatolii Lebedko, member of the new Parliament, former adviser of the President Alexander Lukashenko. The Scientific and Industrial Congress, the Party of directors of the state enterprises, claimed it is going to unite with the United Civic Party as well.

New Party announced its orientation as liberal-conservative. In the election program of the United Civic Party is said: "We believe there is no any special Belarusian way... The platform foresees: radical reduction of the state expenses, market reforms, putting a stop to a state protectionism regarding some industrial branches...". In the sphere of national policy the Party believes, "Belarusian people are citizens of Belarus of all nations, believing it to be their motherland. Citizens of the Republic of Belarus have a right to chose the language of bringing up and educating their children".

The United Civic Party nominated 35 candidates to the second round of the Parliament election.

Left center
The Belarusian Social-Democratic Hromada (BSDH) was founded in March 1991, and registered with the Ministry of Justice on May 22, 1991. It was created by the activists of the Belarusian Popular Front and other nationally oriented Belarusian intelligentsia. BSDH believes itself to be a heiress of the Belarusian Socialist Hromada, existed in 10-20th years of our century, and, at the same time, the part of the international socialist movement; BSDH keeps close contacts with the similar parties of contiguous countries. Nevertheless, the Party's ideology contains a lot of national aspects.

Michail Tkachev was the leader of the Party from the time of its creation and till the day of his dearth in September 1992. Than after the Party was headed by the member of Parliament, vice-chairman of parliamentary commission on culture Oleg Trusov. Fraction of BSDH consists of 13 deputies, there are party fractions in many of local Soviets, the Party has non-periodic newspaper "Novosty Hromady", and together with the Belarusian Popular Front -- a newsletter "Ratusha" (Mogilev). Today, membership of BSDH is of 1800, being in 90 district party organizations.

The Belarusian Social-Democratic Hromada defined itself as left-center party. It tries to keep close contacts with the Unions. In the early 1992, the Party initiated creation of the wide block "Novaya Belarus" ("New Belarus"). It was supposed to unite their all democratic parties and Unions, including official. This idea faced strong pressure from the side of Belarusian Popular Front, who found in the idea of "consolidation" restoration of new communism. Instead of certain differences, BSDH normally came into agreement with the Popular Front. In February 1992, after long discussions, the Party supported the idea of the Popular Front on holding referendum about the early parliamentary elections and took part in canvassing. In 1993 the Party, together with other democratic organizations, supported the idea of Stanislav Shushkevich to hold referendum on the matter.

In the end of 1992 with the participation of BSDH active consultative congress of the democratic and patriotic forces was founded -- consultative institute of democratic organizations activities' coordination. The Belarusian Popular Front has the right of observer within the congress.

In 1992-1993, close cooperation between BSDH and the Party of Public Accord started. They put forward equal mutual announcements, and the newspaper of the Party of Public Accord became practically the paper of both of them.

During the elections of the President, the BSDH supported ex-speaker of Parliament Stanislav Shushkevich. In early 1995, before the elections of Parliament block of national and democratic orientation was founded, the Belarusian Popular Front and BSDH became its center. Social democrats nominated 60 candidates, but only Pavel Znavets became a member of the new Parliament.

Failure in the elections provide for a change of the leadership of the Party. At the third congress of the BSDH (on July 1, 1995) Nikolai Statkevich became the leader of the Party. Up till than N.Statkevich was the leader of the Belarusian Association of Serviceman (BAS), he was discharged from the armed forces of the Republic for the "discrediting of officer's rank". Although Nikolai Statkevich has a reputation and image of radical, he is known as a successful mediator, who repeatedly initiated creation of different associations of democratic forces. May be, he was elected to be the social democrats leader for his ability to form political coalitions. Right after his election he claimed on necessity of wide social-democratic movement creation, including different forces. N.Statkevich didn't exclude the possibility of dialog with Communists. The new leader supported efforts of the Unions on organizing protest actions against the economic policy of Belarusian government.

Election of N.Statkevich was a victory of the wing, within the BSDH, which states suspicion to the contacts with Belarusian Popular front. N.Statkevich said, "Hromada left the BNF, as they have more capitalism in its program". The former leader of the Party Oleg Trusov rejected the post of the deputy leader of the Party, he described the situation as being against the Front. In his opinion, the idea of creation of social-democratic union was aimed to split democrats, and to form organization liberal towards the President. At the third congress of the BSDH, Pyotr Kravchenko, former minister of the foreign affairs of Belarus, became a deputy leader of the BSDH. In summer, talks took place between the leadership of the BSDH and the Communist Party. Delegation of the BSDH was headed by Kravchenko, delegation of the Communist Party -- Novikov.

At the fifth (closed) congress of the BSDH, held on September 9, 1995, it was decided to create Social-Democratic Union with the Party of Public Accord and the Party of Public Unity and Accord. In perspective they are going to unite the parties into one. O.Trusov and other party members, oriented to the cooperation with the Popular Front, were defeated, but didn't decide to form a fraction.

On September 12, 1995 representatives of the three parties signed and agreement on creation of juridical pre-election block, which imposes on the participants certain obligations -- in every district they may nominate only one candidate. Nikolai Statkevich and Pyotr Kravchenko became deputy chairmen of the block from the side of the BSDH.

There are 83 candidates in the general list of the block, nominated to the Autumn elections, 30 -- from BSDH.

The Party of Public Accord was founded on April 11, 1992 and registered b the Ministry of Justice on July 4, 1992. Its first members were people's deputies, university professors, businessmen and directors of large enterprises. The Party has been led ever since its start and till September 1995 by MP Gennadii Karpenko. At present, Leonid Sechko is the leader of the Party, deputy of the new Parliament. Before the post of the leader of the Party Leonid Sechko was the head of the Control Service of the Administration of President in Gomel region; in the past he headed Gomel City Soviet, was a pro-rector of the Gomel University.

Among the members of the Party's collective leadership are the head of the Control Service of the Administration of President, from October 1995 vice-premier, Vassilii Dovgalev, politologist, lecturer of the Belarusian State Universty, Leonid Loiko, editor of the Party's newspaper "Zgoda", Aleksei Korol. After the elections of the President some people of the Party structure left it for presidential structures. At present, the membership of the Party is of 1000 members. In the former Supreme Soviet the Party's fraction consisted of 10 deputies.

In 1993-1994 the Party proposed a round table for all political forces in Belarus that would lead to the formation of a coalition government.

The leader of the Party Gennadii Karpenko, has made a considerable contribution to the party's popularity. In 1992-1993 he was a mayor of Molodechno City. With him as a mayor, the city of Molodechno has had high rates of privatization and considerable business activity. Also an asset of the city's mayor and the leader of the Party were the numerous scientific conferences and national song festivals held in Molodechno.

Gennadii Karpenko sharply criticized the policies of the Vyacheslav Kebich government. He later rejected offered by Kebich position of the Vice Premier for reforms in his government.

During President Clinton's visit in January 1994 representatives of the Party of Public Accord were invited, together with the other democratic leaders, to meet the guest. The leader of the Belarusian Popular Front protested against the invitation to the representatives of the Public Accord Party to meet Mr. Clinton. However, when the independent trade unions attempted to call strike action and press for early elections for a new government and the action was supported by the Party of Public Accord, Karpenko became one of the likely candidates to lead a transition government. It was then the first signs of an alliance between Karpenko and the Popular Front began to form.

In 1992 Karpenko actively supported the election of Stanislav Shushkevich for the post of parliamentary speaker, but years later voted for his resignation. He did not manage to collect enough signatures to support his nomination as a presidential candidate. Later the members of Socio-Democratic fraction in Parliament also annulled their signatures in support of his nomination. As a result, Karpenko was forced top repeal his nomination and joined the election campaign of Zenon Poznyak.

Karpenko emerged as one of the toughest critics of the economic policies pursued by the newly elected President, Alexander Lukashenko. After Parliament had voted in favor of the President's amendments to law on local self rule, Karpenko handed in his resignation from the post of mayor of Molodechno.

List of candidates, nominated to the parliamentary elections from the Party of Public Accord, consisted of 138 names. Only 5 candidates were successful, all of them were enrolled in the Administration of the President.

After the defeat during the elections, Gennadii Karpenko, asked for his dismissal from the post of the Party's chairman. On June 15, executive committee of the Party adopted his dismissal and appointed Leonid Sechko on this post. Former chairman of the Party was accused in that he didn't participated in the Party's work since the spring time, in the attempt to involve the Party of Public Accord in to the block with opposite ideology, the liberal United and Civic parties. It was true, in the program of the Party of Public Accord, adopted at the fourth congress (March 1995) is noticed: "The Party of Public Accord believes, the development of Belarus lays outside liberal-capitalist way... association of the best features is possible: planning and humane ideals of socialism, competition and enterprise of capitalism".

Already in June attempt on unification of the Party of Public Accord with the close parties on the platform of social-democtratism was declared.

On July 25 Leonid Sechko (the Party of Public Accord), Nikolai Statkevich (the Belarusian Social-Democratic Hromada), Dmitrii Bulahov (the Party of Public Unity and Accord) signed by the name of their parties declaration on creation of Social-Democratic Union (SDU). During its signing they claimed on their wish to form one social-democratic united party.

The Union was based on the following principles:

- fair distribution of the transition period difficulties among all society classes;

- effective use of the national wealth between all members of society;

- right of citizens for labor, free education and medical service;

- participation of working people in the state management; 
- full valuable pension guarantees.

Signing of the declaration took place in the House-Museum, where in 1898 1st congress of the RSDRP (Russian Socio-Democratic Working Party) was held. During the ceremony a member of Communist Party claimed the "Museum belongs to the Communists" and ate the copy of the declaration.

After the SDU foundation, struggle within the Party of Public Accord didn't stop, and attempts of G.Karpenko to change the situation were not successful. At the fourth congress of the Party Leonid Sechko was elected to be the leader of the Party, and Gennadii Karpenko withdrew from it. Victor Gonchar, former vice-premier in the government of Chigir, left membership in the Party and became general secretary of the Economic Court of CIS. Georgii Tarazevich, former speaker of the Supreme Soviet of the USSR, withdrew from the post of the Belarusian ambassador in Poland, entered the Party's membership on the fourth congress. He was advised to participate in the elections of the Party's leader, but he rejected.

In the conflict between the President and old Parliament new deputies of the Party of Public Accord kept the side of the President. Leonid Sechko and 7 others MP accuse Central Electoral Committee in violation of the Constitution; they believed, CEC should give the new Parliament right and possibility to work.

In the common list of candidates, nominated by the Party of Public Accord, there are 41 candidate.

The Party of Belarusian Unity and Accord was founded on June 26, 1994 in Gomel and registered by the Ministry of Justice on August 19 the same year. It's ideological and organizational image was the Party of Russian Unity and Accord (PRUA) of Shahrai-Stankevich-Zatulin). In Autumn 1994 agreement on cooperation of the PBUA and PRUA was signed. Pre-election organizations "Brestskii vybor - 94" and "Pinskii vybor - 95" became an organizational base of the PBUA. The first leader of the party and its creator was Nikolai Shelyagovich, the leader of public organization "Polisie", and former vice-chairman of the Popular Movement of Belarus. However, in November 1994, Shelyagovich was excluded from the Party. Officially, it was done under his request, but according to some information, many members of the Party didn't agree with the separatist character of his activity. Members of the Party didn't share the orientation to the close union of the Party of Belarusian Unity and Accord with the radically left wing, what was initiated by N.Shelyagovich. So, in order to give the Party more respectability and authority, they decided to get rid of the leader with "colored" political past, having wide connections in Belarusian establishment.

In January 1995 Dmitry Bulahov, chairman of parliamentary commission on legislation, was entrusted to perform duties of the Party's leader. On March 25, 1995 extraordinary congress of the PBUA formally elected him to be the chairman of the Party. Igor Turtsevich, director of the firm "Interplastic", Aleksei Vaganov, general director of "Lada-OMC", Evgenii Dovgel, director of scientifically-economic center "Econ" became vice-chairmen. Among the powerful members of the Party we may notice Michail Sharshavitsky, director of the National press-center, worker of the department of mass media government in 1993-1994, former officer of the secret service, vice-minister of the state property and privatization, Alexander Aggirei, vice chairman of the analytical department of the President's administration Anatolii Dremov.

The Party of Belarusian Unity and Accord has nearly 800 members. The most strong positions it has in Mogilev and Minsk, the weakest -- in Grodno. While its existing several numbers of the newspaper "Duma" (circulation -- 3,000-5,000 copies) came out.

Economic program of the Party is not quiet clear. They say "Socially oriented economy should be based on the principles of the freedom of individual choice... The present crisis makes impossible to use strict centralized measures of economy regulating".

At the second congress of the Party 23 candidates were nominated, though no one of them became MP. Later, the Party of Belarusian Unity and Public Accord became one of initiators of the Social Democrats Union' creation. In the common list of candidates nominated to the new elections there 12 PBUA's members.

Pan-slavists
Pointing out the essence of some political parties in Belarus is bereft with serious methodological problems. One can not call them pro-Communist because they do not abase the priorities of orthodox communist doctrine. On the other hand, they are not democratic due to the fact that their ideology and policy of theses organizations is vividly anti-Western and anti-Liberal. The label "Pan-Slavic" is the best at pointing to a distinguishing feature of these organizations, which is the ultimate unification of all the Slavic states. The Slavic congress "Belaya Rus" is the most famous party of this ilk. 
The SSBR was founded on June 6, 1992 and registered at the Ministry of Justice on September 4, 1992. In March, 1995, the party was re-registered. The Congress, which convenes every 4 years, is the supreme body of the Party. In between congress sessions, the governing body is Duma, its board of administration and Executive committee. During the third congress (December 1994), the institution of the Head of the Party was established and the Leader of the organization was elected. This was Nikolai Sergeev, one of the former four chairmen. Mr. Gurin became Head of the Executive committee.

The number of Party members is about 1,500 people. The Party has the most strong positions in Minsk and Vitebsk.

The Party banner is white and yellow-white (theses are colors of the Czar standard in the Russian empire) and the emblem is a dividing falcon in an eight-pointed Star.

The newspaper of the Party is called Rus Belaya (circulation -- 3,000-6,000 copies). It is issued in Vitebsk by Aleksei Mishurin. The newspaper "Politics. Position. Forecast" issued occasionally, is close to the ideology of the SSBR. From the Summer 1995 the Party's position is reflected in the President's newspaper "Znamya Yunosty", headed by Igor Gukovsky, former worker of the Department of public and political information of the President's administration.

The Party is not represented in Parliament, there are a few adhering deputies there. However, there are representatives of the SSBR in some City Soviets, including Minsk City Soviet.  The SSBR has close links with Russian kindred spirits, and with Russian National Sobor, headed by Alexander Sterligov, above all. Even organizational structure of the Party is similar to that of the Russian National Sobor. The party keep up relationship with some other nationalist Russian parties and their parliamentary fractions. In the beginning of 1995 chairman of the Party Nikolai Sergeev spoke in the Russian Duma on the matter of Russian-Belarusian relationship discussion.

The Party also collaborates with the Ukranian nationalist party UNA-UNCO and the Polish People's Party, and it is an associate member of the International Public Union Slavic Congress, where similar organizations from Bulgaria, Serbia, Slovacia, Poland and Russia are represented.

The Party believes that disunity of the Slavic world will lead to the "pillage of their natural resources, loss of the intellectual potential and making the population cheep labor force to the hostile Western economies". A goal of the Party is a creation of a Slavic community with the center in Council Russia, which is to include the territories of Russia, Belarus, the Ukraine and northern regions of Kasakhstan. After Council Russia is created, the establishment of a joint Armed Forces, Slavonic and political union and setting the order of protection of Slav minorities in other countries is planned.

In the field of politics, the SSBR adheres to the "Council State" model, which includes territorial, corporation and church (with domination of the Orthodox church) representation in power bodies. In the program of the Party the monarchy is desirable, it is marked that republican form of government is not the only guarantee of democracy.

In the economy field the Party rejects the liberal economic model, when "interrelations between people are based on commerce". The Party supports idea of competition between different types of property, but "the manufacturing process, based on any type of property, must not contradict national interests". The program presuppose monopoly for export and import , regulation of currency flow and "validity of bank rates", a stop to the military reconversion process and proposes weapons sales until the end of economic depression. Land, leaders of the Party say, must not be sold or mortgaged.

The Party presumes that the Russian language is primordial for Belarus as well as Belarusian. Therefore, the SSBR rejects "Belarusification" and stands for two state languages – Russian and Belarusian.

The SSBR believes that mass media are under control of "nationalist and extremist forces". The Party demands for radical changing of the information policy. Several times they picketed TV station with the slogan "No nationalism and rusofobia". Program of the SSBR supposes establishment of control over mass media, excluding their use in anti-state, anti-social and anti-national aims. They claim to ban propaganda of individualism, commerce, anti-patriotism, violence and pornography in mass media. One of the mass media' main goals might be establishment of the traditional values, patriotism as well as providing for objective information.

The Party's program suppose rejection of the atheist character of the state power. The SSBR believes, the state shall support Orthodox church, and any attempts of religious influence outside of Russia must be stopped.

In 1993 the SSBR was one of initiators of the Popular Movement of Belarus, which united both pro-Communists and pan-Slavic organizations. The idea of the USSR' restoration, unification of the Slavic nation was the political basis of these organizations cooperation. In Summer 1993, the Popular Movement of Belarus put forward a proposal of Belarus and Russia confederation -- BelRos. In 1993-1994 the Movement and the SSBR actively supported efforts of Vyacheslav Kebich on creation of monetary union. Representatives of the Popular Movement adhered the idea in Belarusian and Russian parliaments. When it became necessary to introduce alterations to the Constitution of Belarus, members of the Popular Movement advised to hold a national referendum on the matter, and on the status of Russian language and confederation with Russia as well.

In 1993-1995 members of the Party repeatedly picketed embassies of the states, participants NATO, with the demand to stop interference of the block in to the Hungarian conflict. In 1994 they applied to the Academy of Sciences of the Republic of Belarus, with the demand to deprive Butros Gali, general secretary of the OUN, the title of the honourary member of Academy.

The Popular Movement of Belarus faced a crises during the President's elections in 1994. The SSBR supported Alexander Lukashenko, communists nominated their own candidate, Vassilii Novikov, leadership of the Popular Movement tent to support Vyacheslav Kebich. Members of the SSBR were very active during the first stage of elections, they canvassed tens of thousand signatures in his support. In 5 from 9 Minsk districts leaders of the support groups were SSBR' members. However, after Lukashenko came against Kebich and started criticizing his policy of monetary system's unification, the SSBR rejected him in support, they even tent to destroy collected signatures. The Party splitted, some members, who stayed true to Lukashenko, were excluded from the SSBR. The SSBR claimed on Kebich' support. During the elections pro-Communist organizations left the SSBR, after the elections the split was made definitively.

In spite of the "faithlessness" of Lukashenko, powerful members of his command keep close relationship with the Party. During the parliamentary elections Igor Gukovsky was nominated from the SSBR. Vladimir Zametalin, the head of the main Department of social and political information, shares the views of the SSBR. While preparing for the referendum, V.Zametalin sent a list of persons, who should receive a time when discussing problems of referendum to the national radio and TV. The majority in this list were members of the SSBR. With the assistance of V.Zametalin the film "Hatred: children of lie" (Yury Azarenok) was made.

Relationship of the president's command and the SSBR became especially active in Spring 1995, when President claimed his doctrine of "Slavic unification".

The SSBR opposes all the nationalist organizations. In 1993 the Party actively called for the Shushkevich dismissal. He was guilty in disintegration of the USSR and Eltsin regime support in Russia. In 1994-1995 Stanislav Bogdankevich, Head of the National Bank of the Republic of Belarus, became an object for their critics, as he opposed the unification of the monetary systems, support introduction of the national currency and was pro-Western politician. The SSBR' members repeatedly claimed of his dismissal. In 1994 they picketed the building of the NBB with the protests against its policy.

The main antagonist of the SSBR is BNF, Social-Democrats and other national-democratic parties. Leaders of these parties called to forbid this organization as anti-state, anti-Belarusian organization, which pursue the policy of the other state. The SSBR called for the ban on the activity of radical Belarusian Association of Servicemen. In 1994 the SSBR assist to the creation of the Committee "On the freedom of the educational language choice", which consisted of parent, who do not want to educate their children in Belarusian schools.

The second quiet numerous Belarusian Party of pan-Slavic orientation is the Liberal-Democratic Party (LDP). It was founded in Spring 1994. It maintains close relationship with the relative Liberal-Democratic Party of Russia (Vladimir Girinovsky), and practically is Belarusian department of the latter. The program and ideological position of the Party is quiet close to the SSBR. The LDP was a member of the Popular Movement of Belarus. After the disintegration of the Popular Movement it is the only real political organization, together with the SSBR, which keep its membership in the Movement. During the presidential election, liberal-democrats supported Vyacheslav Kebich. After the disintegration of the Popular Movement, Sergei Gaidukevich became vice-chairman of the organization. In Autumn 1994 the SSBR and the LDP founded political committee for preparing to the election campaign 1995. However, this committee did not become a political block. In 1995 both parties nominated their candidates independently. At the fourth congress in February 1995 list of 40 candidates was adopted by the SSBR. Liberal-Democrats nominated 44 candidates. Vladimir Girinovsky participated in the congress.

During the parliamentary election nobody from pan-Slavic candidates became MP.

In Autumn, after the accident with American balloon with a tragic end, members of the SSBR called the government to award Belarusian soldiers, who stopped the "espionage operation". 
In Summer the LDP called to withdraw from use school textbooks in humanitarian disciplines, published within 1992-1995 the times of Belarusian independence, as nationalist, and to return the former Soviet textbooks.

After the LDP' defeat during the presidential elections the head of the LDP Vassilii Krivenko removed the deputy leader of the Party, Sergei Gaidukevich, from his post. In response, Sergei Gaidukevich and the group of the Party Soviet' members removed Krivenko from his post and called initiative congress of the Party. At the third congress of the LDP, held on September 9, removal of Krivenko was adopted and Sergei Perfiliev became a leader of the Party. On September 30 at the fourth congress, Sergei Gaidukevich was elected to be the leader of the Party. After this, representative delegation of the LDP visited Moscow, where its activities were approved by Vladimir Girinovsky.

After the LDP became headed by Sergei Gaidukevich, the process of the SSBR and the LDP integration started actively. There is a perspective of the parties unification into one. The SSBR nominated 17 candidates for the Autumn elections, the LDP -- 35.
Recommendations
Analysis of the party system Belarus' and its changes under the influence of the parliamentary elections provide for the following recommendations:

1. Deputies of Parliament shall provide for parliamentary elections in future be hold, at least, partially, in proportional system. The present, entirely majoritarian system prevent party system of the country from the development.

2. Economic programs of the majority of the political parties have completely ideological character. For the right parties it shall be reasonable to explain, even at the program level, how the development of market relations will promote people's wealth, in other words, propose liberal decisions of tasks, put forward by the left.

3. In conditions of informational during the elections, the left have certain advantages, party press (Tovarishch, Belaruskaya Niva). Parties of the democratic orientation shall not rely on independent and state mass media, they must found and develop their own party press as effective form of electorate mobilization.

4. The spring round of parliamentary elections showed, that for the majority of electorate political specter of Belarus is divided into "Communists" and "Democrats". That is why, creation of the united democratic block or, at least, distribution of regions is reasonable.

5. As the parties in Belarus still play the role of the leading constructs of the political field, the shall response to the every socially important events, have clear positions on all the issues of "national agenda".

6. The left parties are widely represented in the bodies of executive power, especially at the executive level. It is a strong argument in favor of "democrats government" disproof.

7. Program differences of the pan-Slavists and Communists illusory. In some questions, including economic issues, pan-Slavic organizations have more left positions than the Communists. It provide for the statement, pan-Slavists shall not be considered an alternative to the Communists.

