8

NATIONAL AND CULTURAL REVIVAL PATTERNS IN THE BELARUSIAN PRESS
N. Efimova, Ph.D.
Mass Media and the Problem of National and Cultural Revival in Belarus
1. The Research Main Aim and Hypothesis

All the processes which are associated with the revival of the Belarusian nation - development of national self-consciousness, rise in the role and the status of the Belarusian people, return to historical roots and traditions - have the creation of a free sovereign state as a deep stimulus and an obvious aim. The first steps have already been taken. The Soviet empire has disintegrated and Belarus declared its independence. Gone is the time when it entered the USSR as a semi-colonial territory. But the substantial parameters and basic characteristics of the new state and society have not formed yet. In reality there are only two ways of subsequent development: the first way leads to an open society and liberal democracy of the western type, the second one to an ethnocratic state. (Popper,1992;Soros,1992).

Both the ways opposed to the communist idea and practice of "real socialism" formed as an alternative to the "universal closed communist society". While the former denies the idea of communism as a closed society, the latter rejects it as a universal (i.e. cosmopolitical, supernational) one. The ethnocratic state implies domination of one and the only true national idea and, consequently, discrimination (no longer according to a social parameter but to a national one), isolationism and nationalistic dictatorship (Soros, 1992). In  an open society nationalism is considered to be of a positive value both for the progress of a separate nation and for the encouragement of a society's pluralism in general. At the same time a great number of other ideas, convictions and forms of behaviour exist alongside with national identification. Nevertheless, none of them claim exclusiveness  and infringe on personal rights. As for the structure and the mechanism, an open society is much more complex than a closed society, nationalistic dictatorship in particular, because the latter leaves everything as it was at the time of the totalitarian communist system, changing ideology only and shifting accents. For this reason, the transition of the former Soviet empire to an ethnocratic state is easier and more natural. It even seems to be more effective in solving the task of the preservation and development of a nation, its social and economic prosperity. The increase of difficulties and worsening of the situation makes this way more likely to be realized as many experts prognosticate. Thus Mr.Brzezinski writes: "In the post-communist world the difficulties of moving to capitalism will probably shake the attractiveness of democratic ethics. In such a situation there may arise a temptation to seek refuge in beliefs notable for their comparatively limited character, such as ethnic discrimination, xenophobia and religion which may also be fed up by disappointment and contempt for the "corrupted and selfish West". Another statement belongs to G. Soros: "...the collapse of the Soviet system does not directly lead to the creation of an open society. On the contrary, a closed society of a more primitive type can appear. The Soviet society represented a universal, closed system. On disintergration it may transform into a limited and closed system based on the principles of national and ethnic identification". As the experience of the last years shows, this way does not lead to prosperity of a nation but to a deadlock of national conflicts. It is only a democratic character of gaining sovereignty (i.e. creation of an open society) that would in full measure favour further development of the national and cultural revival of the Belarusians as a European nation. The choice between the two above mentioned ways of state development will finally depend upon how the society is ready (or prepared) to accept one of them. Readiness of the society is determined by many factors, such as life standards and the state of economy, presence or absence of a proprietor's class, new subjects of economy and politics, development of democratic institutions, etc. We have singled out only one of the factors - the state of mass consciousness, as its potential in choosing one way and rejecting another is undoubtedly affected by mass media (MM). The research object is to find out what models of the national and cultural revival are offered to people by the Belarussian press and what the political dominant of these models is.

The main hypothesis is as follows. As the collapse of a totalitarian regime does not directly lead to the creation of an open democratic society, the liquidation of the old mass media system does not mean direct appearance of free, independent press and broadcasting. The majority of mass media remains tendentious, politically engaged and does not accept diversity of positions and opinions. Particularly this relates to the problems of the national revival. The extreme forms of nationalism and Great-Power chauvinism find expression in MM to a greater extent than a pragmatic centrist position coordinating and harmonizing various interests. At present differences on national problems are more vivid in MM than among the population of the republic. Yet, models of opposition worked out within the framework of MM can be easily added to the armoury of the society in the present unstable situation.

2. Research Methods 
Realization of the object we have set presupposed analysing the contents of a wide range of Belarusian papers. For this reason the sociological method of content-analysis was used. In the first instance there were the national press and the papers published by governmental bodies that were liable to analysis.

The Belarusian press today is represented by a great number of papers and periodicals in Belarusian, which are published by creative unions, political and cultural societies and private persons. Their programmes aimed at self-consciousness of the Belarusians and preserving the national heritage of the past are basically identical. The difference between the editions lies in the degree of radicalism of the national and cultural revival programmes and the methods of their realization. The following scale demonstrates  degrees of radicalism of the national papers.

"Svoboda"      "Nasha Slova"   "Literature and Art"    "Youth"  "Golas Radzimy" 

"BNF News"     "Spadchyna"      "Chyrvonaya Zmena"  "Nasha Niva"
The classification of the national editions was carried out on the basis of questioning of different national movements,parties,national and cultural societies, i.e. people who are well acquainted with the above mentioned editions since they are their permanent readers. To conduct the analysis at the first selection stage the following papers belonging to various segments of the spectrum (but for the extremely right ones) were chosen:

The "Nasha Slova", a weekly newspaper of the Belarusian Language Association, circulation - 7588;

The "Literature and Art", the chief edition of the Belarusian national intelligensia, a weekly; circulation - 18086;

The "Chyrvonaya Zmena", a weekly paper for the Belarusian youth; circulation - 32000;

The "Golas Radzimy", a weekly paper for the Belarusian diaspora; circulation - 5000.

The governmental press is represented by the "Narodnaya Gazeta" (edition of the Supreme Soviet of RB; circulation - 100865). The selection also includes the Belarusian communist publication "Politika, Pozitsia and Prognoz" (circulation - 15000).

The complete set of the above mentioned papers published during 1992 forms a general totality. All the press reports taken from such papers as the "Nasha Slova", "Golas Radzimy", "Politika, Pozitsia and Prognoz" were analysed with respect to national problems of consideration. It made up 270, 133, 76 units of analysis correspondingly. 

The "L&A", "Narodnaya Gazeta", "Chyrvonaya Zmena" were the papers the second stage of selection was provided for. That stage implied the issue-selection method. By means of the probabilistic, non-repeated selection 35-40 issues of every paper from among 3 papers were picked out
. Within one issue all the reports devoted to national problems were analysed. The selective sum total of the articles from the "L&A" is 300, the "Narodnaya Gazeta" - 299, the "Chyrvonaya Zmena" - 303. The total quantity of the analysed articles is 1382. The table of the analysis comprises 45 categories. One analysis unit is a situation containing a certain event or a problem closely associated with Belarussian culture, history, social anthropology, church, religious beliefs and forms of behaviour. A calculation unit is frequency of mentioning (only one mentioning in a number of cases) of situation parameters (analysis parameters) in the information mass. Besides the content-analysis data the given report includes data of the questioning on the basis of the representative selection within the framework of the programme "Russians in the Slavonic Triangle of the C.I.S." carried out under I.Y.Levyash's guidance
.

3. The National Idea Aspects

The conception of the "national idea" has become a pivotal conception of the content-analysis research. It comprises a comprehensible image of a nation (the phylosophical component of the national idea) and its diverse empirical forms of existance into an integral conception which reflects the national originality of every nation. By means of identification of different aspects inherent in the Belarusian people and its national and cultural revival in MM, we reconstruct to a certain extent the level of understanding and interpretation of the national idea by public opinion leaders of the republic.

The national originality finds expression in the people's material and spiritual culture, history, mode of life, customs, tradititons (ethnography), peculiarities of thinking, church and religious beliefs. According to the research data various spheres of existance of the Belarusian national idea and national originality are reflected in MM as follows:

Table 1. Spheres of Existance of the National Idea in the Belarusian Press (%)
	Sphere
	Press in general
	National Press
	"Narodnaya Gazeta"
	"Politika, Pozitsia and Prognoz"

	Culture
	71.0
	77.5
	49.8
	43.2

	National History
	16.2
	12.1
	28.8
	34.5

	Ethnography
	3.9
	2.5
	8.4
	2.5

	Religion
	8.9
	7.9
	13.4
	19.8

	Total
	100.0
	100.0
	100.0
	100.0


As the above table shows, most of the reports are devoted to culture; historical themes are submitted for consideration to a considerably smaller extent; church and ethnography get very little attention. Such a distibution in favour of culture is especially characteristic of the national papers as these are supposed to embrace national problems in full measure. Yet, from the point of view of the thematic diversity the "Narodnaya Gazeta" is ahead, though it pays more attention to history, ethnography and religious life. In the "PPP" national problems are represented in a "more proportional" way (excluding ethnography).

How could such an exceptional interest to the sphere of culture be explained? The answer to this question is given by the analysis of the distribution of attention in press to separate themes forming the sphere of culture: compared with other spheres "culture" has a weighty numerical superiority in publications and the theme of the "Belarusian language" is prevalent in the continuum of cultural themes. According to our data the national press set of 1992 contained twice as many publications dealing with the Belarussian language (247) as those devoted to national history (121). Predominance of the reports devoted to the theme of the language is especially noticeable in the papers "Nasha Slova" and "Golas Radzimy" (about half of all the publications). On the whole cultural problems are represented in press as the following ratio.

Table 2. Cultural Problems in the Belarusian Press (%)

	Theme
	Press in general
	National Press
	"Narodnaya Gazeta"
	"Politika, Pozitsia and Prognoz"

	Folklore
	1.8
	1.3
	4.7
	–

	Music
	12.0
	11.7
	16.1
	–

	Theatre
	3.4
	3.3
	4.7
	–

	Literature
	12.3
	13.6
	4.7
	14.3

	Fine Arts
	3.3
	2.3
	8.7
	2.9

	Applied Arts
	0.8
	0.9
	0.7
	–

	MM
	12.0
	10.4
	15.4
	31.4

	Education
	7.4
	6.6
	13.4
	–

	Higher Education, Science
	3.0
	2.6
	4.7
	5.7

	Museums
	3.7
	3.3
	6.0
	2.9

	Language
	28.4
	31.7
	10.0
	31.4

	Book-printing
	6.5
	5.9
	10.7
	2.9

	Cinema
	0.1
	0.1
	–
	–

	Culture in general
	5.3
	6.2
	–
	8.6

	Total
	100.0
	100.0
	100.0
	100.0


Propoganda of the Belarusian language and its highest form - literature - is the prior aim of the national press. It is accounted for by the role which is attached to this factor in awakening national self-consciousness and independent existance of the nation on the whole. "The native tongue is the main thing that distinguishes one nation from another", writes Dubenetskaya in the "L&A". 48.1% of the information in the national press emphasize the importance of the language as the main feature of the national identification. Originality of culture takes the second place as it is singled out as a feature of this type in 27.8% of the reports
. The theme of the Belarusian language is considered in all its aspects: 36.5% of the information are devoted to the inherent problems of the language, its development, teaching, etc; 55.5% describe various events related to the language, its popularization; 31.0% raise the problems of the state policy in regard to the language and its financing; 23.9% touch upon the historical aspect of the problem.

The analysed data showes that the literary language problems not only dominate in the national press (unlike the "Narodnaya Gazeta"), but they are almost brought to absolute at the expence of other cultural problems. In spite of the wide-spread conviction about the rural provenance of the Belarusian culture and its unceasing relations with folk arts it unexpectedly turned out that the specific gravity of the materials devoted to folklore and folk applied arts is very scanty. Although music problems are of great importance, 70.0 % of them are the information about concert and musical competitions which have taken place, etc. There is a lack of information about the state and the problems of such fundamental elements of culture as education, higher education, science, libraries, museums, etc. (It is appropriate to mention here D. Likhachov's thought that a nation is able to return to life after any crisis if it has got libraries and museums of its own).

Taking into account everything that has been said, is it suffice to explain the predominance of the language problem in the newspapers by its importance only? Apparently, not. It is not of less importance that there are opponents to the position of the journalists sticking to the national idea when speaking about the language problem. And it is the political tension (in fact the political overload of the language problem) that explains particular attention paid to it. Let's consider the information distribution in the "Politika, Pozitsia and Prognoz" which is in opposition to the national press. This paper is far from being culturally orientated (unlike the "L&A" or "Nasha Slova"), but actually it contains the same amount of information concerning the Belarussian language problems. Is it the problem of the phonetic originality of the Belarusian language that is discussed there? No, it is politics, a strike back, especially as the opening words of the articles quite often are "In such-and-such issue of such-and-such paper Mr. So-and-So wrote... We cannot suffer it any more and must tell him the following..." The hidden political motive becomes apparent when speaking of the degree of attention paid to MM by various papers. The given theme steadily occupies one of the highest rank positions. Without the CPSU's guardianship they seem to many people to be much too unrestricted, and everyone tries to subdue or even to get them under by reproach, criticism or advice.

It is easily understandable that the objective analysis, deepening and developing of the national idea are hardely possible a political force field. Scientific impartiality is now and then destorted by tendentiousness and political exaltation. (Unfortunately, the general situation cannot be changed by some profound articles and philosophical dialogues published in the "L&A").

The National history represents the next prior sphere highlighted in the Belarusian press. Table 3 gives an idea of the intensity of attentionto various historical periods.

Table 3. Historical Themes in the Belarusian Press (%)

	Period of History
	Press in general
	National Press
	"Narodnaya Gazeta"
	"Politika, Pozitsia and Prognoz"

	Prehistorical period
	0.9
	0.8
	1.2
	–

	Period of Polotsk Dutchy (IX-XIII)
	4.6
	4.1
	5.8
	3.6

	Grand Dutchy of Lithuania (XIII-XVI)
	7.3
	5.0
	11.6
	10.7

	Belarus as part of Rzec Pospolita (XVI-XVIII)
	5.0
	3.3
	8.1
	7.1

	Russian period (XVIII-XIX)
	11.0
	8.3
	16.3
	7.1

	The last third of XIX century till 1905
	–
	–
	–
	–

	1905-1914 (until World War I)
	0.9
	1.7
	–
	3.6

	World War I – February Revolution 1917
	–
	–
	–
	–

	February Revolution – March,1918
	2.3
	3.3
	–
	3.6

	1918 (BPR) - 01.01.1919
	5.0
	3.3
	7.0
	7.1

	Lithuanian and Belarusian SSR until summer 1919
	1.4
	1.7
	–
	–

	Polish occupation (1919-1920)
	3.2
	4.1
	1.2
	–

	Belarusification (1920-1927)
	5.5
	8.3
	1.2
	3.6

	1928-1938
	10.5
	14.0
	2.3
	–

	1939-1941 (years preceeding the Great Patriotic War)
	8.2
	8.3
	9.3
	3.6

	1941-1945 (the Great Patriotic War)
	5.0
	8.3
	–
	25.0

	1945-1956 (post-war period)
	0.5
	–
	1.2
	–

	1957-1964
	3.2
	3.3
	2.3
	–

	1965-1986
	1.4
	–
	3.5
	–

	1987 - August 1991
	3.2
	5.0
	1.2
	–

	The period after 1991
	21.0
	17.4
	27.9
	28.6

	Total
	100.0
	100.0
	100.0
	100.0


The analysis of the papers showed an approximately identical distribution of interest to historical problems. The vast majority of the materials deal with the events of the recent past, i.e. the development of independent Belarus since August 1991. We just begin to realize it as a historical period. To a considerable extent it is our political "yesterday" (and it is accepted in this way), the spontaneous factor and the source of politics today. In general, the post-August time represents the only period of the post-war history that gets the attention of the press. And it is not a coincidence.

This time became a starting point in the creation of the sovereign Belarusian state (i.e. the opening of an essentially new historical stage) and the time for determining the basic principles in accordance with which it will develop. It seems that the development of a sovereign state is not simply a period of time attracting the most of the attention of the press, but also the estimation criterion all other historical periods which determines sensitiveness to one period and indifference to another. In this case a certain logic in the distribution of the publications can be traced: the majority of the publications is devoted to those historical periods when Belarus had the status of a state in any form. The other dominant is represented by periods of the greatest tragedies and losses. In the first case there is a source of positive experience which is necessary for creation (or re-creation) of a sovereign status, in the second - a source of information about heroes, victims and perpetrators which is of no less importance in laying the foundation of the state and political education of its citizens. Another important aspect is that all the periods which are marked by growth of the publications were considered to be "blank spaces" to a certain extent: the Belarusian People's Republic, Belarusification, reprisals directed against intelligensia in the 1920s, etc. In this case press acts on behalf of an investigator and enlightener. What concerns comparatively "ancient" history (before XX century), most of the materials belong to the period when Belarus was part of the Russian Empire. The accent has recently moved to this topic from the earlier and more glorious Grand Dutchy of Lithuania. Such dynamics correspond to the change in public moods of the intelligensia sticking to the national idea: from the triumphant spirits caused by the declaration of a sovereign state and the adoption of the national symbolism up to the bitter and analitical moods prevailent in search for the reasons of loosing national feelings and exposure of culprits. The beginning of the XXth century including World War I and three revolutions characterised by the development of social democracy and revolutionary movement does not attract much attention of the press. Only 1918 (the year of the BPR foundation) is an exception.

The two consecutive periods - Belarusification in 1920-1927 and reprisals in 1928-1930 - are highlighted first and foremost by the national press. From the point of view of the rise in national self-consciousness and the following tragic events, these periods are probably the most important.

Another focus of attention is the pre-war annexation of Western Belarus and the period of war. It is interesting that the "Politika, Pozitsiya and Prognoz", which almost never objects to its opponents in their appraisal of the reprisals and Belarusification, does not resolutely farm them out the pride of the Soviet system and its justification - the Great Patriotic War (the corresponding period takes second place in the "Politika, Pozitsiya and Prognoz" in terms of the number of publications). The sharpest dispute with the national press (excluding the question of the status of the Belarusian language) is held by the "PPP" on the questions of the reappraisal of the German occupation, collaboration and some public figures of that time, who later moved to the West.

There is the history of a state and the history of a people, and these two notions cannot be equated. The Soviet historiographical tradition is orientated to the former. Not only scientific research, but also popular literature and mass consciousness emphasize the state, political aspect. This tradition is fuelled today by the necessities of the political struggle and the political character of life in general. According to the content-analysis data, the following subjects dominate in the reports dealing with history: state system and social order, parties' activities, domestic politics and political struggle - 37.0%; persecutions - 18.0%; wars - 16.2%; solemn occasions devoted to some historic event, (unveiling of monuments, mass meetings, etc.) - 15.0%; revolutions, uprisings - 6.0%; foreign policy, relations with other states - 4.1%. The description of the economic order and the life of the people in this or that historical period takes the last place - 3.7%.

Which of the historical events and figures are given a positive appraisal promoting the formation and prosperity of the Belarussian nation and which, on the contrary, are negative as they caused damage? Our data shows it as follows:

Table 4. Appraisal of Historical Events and Figures in the Belarusian Press

	Positive Appraisal
	Negative Appraisal

	Formation of the Polotsk Diocese (992), i.e. formation of the Belarussian Orthodox Church
	Divisions of Rzec Pospalita (1772, 1793, 1795)

	Belarus as a member of the GDL
	Belarus as part of the Russian Empire; policy of Russification

	Berestey Church Union (1596)
	Brest Peace (1918)

	Battle at Orsha (1514)
	Polish occupation in 1919-1920;

	Formation of the BPR
	Policy of Polification of Western Belarus

	Disintegration of the USSR, formation of the CIS
	Khrustchov period; policy of denationalization

	Declaration of independence of the RB
	War against Napoleon (1812)

	Revolt headed by Kalinovsky
	Decree putting the Grand Dutchy of Lithuania Statut out of force

	Revolt in Slutsk (1920)
	Policy of Polification in the Rzec Pospalita period (for example, prohibition of the Belarussian language by the Polish Seim in 1696-1697)

	F. Skorina
	Count Muraviov (hangman)

	E. Polotskaya, Vitovt the Great, Y. Kolas, Y. Kupala
	Nikolay I, Ekaterina II, military leader A. Suvorov

	K.Kalinovsky, F.Bogushevich, A.Mitskevich
	Napoleon, Y. Pilsudsky, I. Stalin, L. Beriya

	BPR leaders: V. Lastovsky, Y. Lesick, Lutskevich brothers, Kondratovich, A. Smolich, B. Tarashkevich, T. Gartny, Y. Tcharot, V. Ignatovsky
	N. Khrustchov, L. Breznev, General Secretaries of the Central Committee of CPB (Slyunkov, Sokolov, Malofeev), other members of the Communist Party of Belarus. Some of the political figures of the Soviet period: I. Goloded, A. Tchervyakov, P. Masherov


There are also disputable, differently appraised events and political figures. They include such events as the October Revolution of 1917; German occupation of Belarus in 1914 and 1918; annexation of the Western Belarus to the USSR in 1939; formation of the BSSR in 1919. 

The existance of the Belarussian state organization in any form, however reduced or marginal, is the main criterion in the positive evaluation of historical events and periods. Alongside with this, some negative aspects such as collaboration with those in occupation are given either neutral colouring or are explained by their being dedicated to the formation of a state. A negative appraisal is given to the events and political figures associated with the Russian and Polish expansion (Russian to a greater extent than Polish).

According to our data, Metropolitan Philaret is the most disputed figure in the papers (excluding the "PPP"), with approximately balanced positive and ultranegative appraisals. It reflects the ambivalence of the appraisals given to the Orthodox Church in Belarus. 

The "PPP" treats the same events and persons in  quite a different way in comparison with the national press and the "Narodnaya Gazeta". Thus, Count Muraviyov is called "the defender of the Belarussian people" and Kalinovsky, together with Russian democrates Gertsen, Tchernyshevsky and others, are sharply criticized. 

Another aspect of the national idea which expresses the history of the people rather than the history of the state is the theory of ethnogenesis, ethnic structure and settling of the Belarussian nation on its territory, i.e. ethnography. Unfortunately, according to the content-analysis data this aspect is highlighted in the papers least of all. Only 53 of the total number of 1382 reports comprising the news section are devoted to the problems of ethnography. The "Narodnaya Gazeta" speaks on the problems of ethnography more often than others (25 publications). It is followed by the "Golas Radzimy" (11), the "L&A" (7), the "Nasha Slova" (5), the "Tchyrvonaya Zmena" and the "PPP" (2 each).

The majority of the reports on ethnographical problems are devoted to the theme of the settling of the Belarussian ethnos and its relations with other nations. The least attention is paid to the description of the peculiarities of the Belarussians' life, traditions and the way of life (only 7 publications). 

The number of the reports concerning religious problems is larger than that concerning ethnography, although it is also relatively small. Out of the total number of 121 publications dealing with these problems, 9.2% are devoted to heathen beliefs, 45.45% to the Orthodox Church and religion, 11.6% to the Uniate Church, 30.6% to Catholicism and the Catholic Church, 3.3% to Protestantism. 

Appraisals given to religious confessions fall into groups as follows:
Table 5. Appraisals of Religious Confessions in the Belarusian Press (%)

	Confessions
	Positive appraisal
	Balanced appraisal
	Negative appraisal
	Total

	Orthodoxy
	49.0
	20.0
	31.0
	100.0

	Uniate Church
	64.3
	14.3
	21.4
	100.0

	Catholicism
	27.0
	48.6
	24.6
	100.0

	Protestantism
	75.0
	25.0
	–
	100.0

	Heathen Religions and ceremonies
	91.0
	9.0
	–
	100.0


Out of the main religions on the Belarusian territory the Uniate Church is most positively appraised. Positive appraisals also prevail with regard to Orthodoxy. Catholicism has more often balanced appraisals (i.e. predominant publications are those in which positive and negative moments of appraisal are approximately equal: "On one hand..., on the other hand..."). Heathenism is appraised rather positively. There is a point of view that heathen religions of the Belarusians transformed into the chief contemporary religions which thus acquired their national peculiarity. However, appraisals of different confessions vary depending on the paper. Thus, in the national papers Orthodoxy is evaluated slightly lower (in comparison with the data on the whole range of periodicals): 34.2% of the materials have positive appraisals; 37.8% - negative. And the rating of Catholicism is higher: 29.0% of the materials are positive, 21.4% - negative. In the "PPP" 90.0% of the publications about Orthodox religion and church are marked with a "plus", with not a single one marked with a "minus". This paper is the only one which appraises the Uniate Church negatively: all the four reports about the Uniate Church published in 1992 have a negative colouring. In the variety of appraisals of religions and Churches one can undoubtedly find a political sense. It can also be proved by the fact that the object of the analysis in all the papers is, as a rule, the political and public life of Church, but not religious doctrines, differences in ceremonies and interpretations of the church history. According to our data, 60.3% of the reports are devoted to the public and the political aspect of the activities of Church and its clergy-men, with only 12.4% about moral values propagated by religion, 11.6% - church ceremonies and religious feasts, 8.3% - scientific research, 6.6% - religious art, 14.4% - religious education and enlightenment, 38.8% - the history of Church. Comparison in pairs showed that the majority of reports about political and public activities apply to Catholic and Orthodox Churches. How can the situation be explained?

Judging by the contents of the reports on national and cultural revival given in the press, religion is not of a paramount importance (unlike, for example, the language). Only in 7.2% of the reports was it defined as an obligatory feature of the nation's identification. A widespread point of view is that religion plays an auxiliary role which is historically determined. Initially Belarusian religion - the Uniate Church - was destroyed and an autonomous orthodox chuch was not properly established. The spreading of Catholicism and Orthodoxy meant the expansion of Poland or Russia, especially as services in Catholic churches are held in Polish and in Orthodox churches - in Russian, this does not promote the national revival. So far the problem has not been solved. But catholics turned out to be more flexible and are more inclined to begin speaking Belarusian, which is naturally welcomed by the national papers. There is a lot of information, however, about purposful Polification, especially in the western districts of Belarus (Hence the ambivalence which prevails in appraisals of Catholicism). 

The Orthodox Church, distinguished by its traditional nature and conservatism (it is common knowledge that even liturgies by Tchaikovsky and Rakmaninov were not performed immediately after they had been written, and had to be kept until they became old enough and thus acceptable), reluctantly accepts the idea of conversion to the Belarusian language. Resistence to compromise and its unflexible character stand Orthodoxy in bad stead and are considered to be a manifestation of haughtiness and the Great-Power of Russia which stands over it. The Orthodox Church today (as well as the Russian diaspora) is accused of being the fifth column of Russia and of threatening the independence of Belarus. The Church itself gives certain grounds for such accusations. That is why national and cultural revival is more and more associated with the revival of the Uniate Church and orientation to Catholicism. Such a position causes heated reaction of such organizations as the DSPS, PKB, "Slavonic Synod", and it finds expression in the demonstrative orthodoxy of the "PPP" (probably, it compromises rather than ennobles the Russian Orthodox Church). Finally, there are believers who find themselves to be hostages of this, in fact political, struggle.

� Selection extent substantiation for various versions of content-analysis. Tchurilov N.I., "Selective Sociological Research Projection". Kiev, Navoukova Doumka, 1986. pp.150-170


� Levyash I.Y. "Russians under Conditions of Belarusian Sovereignty". Report for the IISEPS


� It can be noted that press is quite unanimous with readers in respect to the question of the language and the cultural originality as the main aspects of national identification. According to the data of the questioning conducted by Levyash, 66.3% of the Russians and 58.1% of the Belarusians pointed to the language as the main attribute of a nation. 37.1% of the Russians and 25.7% of the Belarusians mentioned originality of culture





